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Introduction & History

The general goals of the Evansville Urban Forestry program are to improve the quality of life
for Evansville residents though increasing the number of trees and improving tree health and
longevity through improved public tree care, Arborist (tree pruner’s) Licensing, and public ed-
ucation.

Specifically, trees benefit Evansville by:

% Increasing property values — If the right tree is planted in the right place, and if such
trees are maintained properly, and in doing so can increase the city tax base. Property
values can be increased by as much as 27% (Tree City USA Bulletin #28).

# Lowering energy costs — Trees can reduce utility bills through evapotranspiration and
shading buildings in the summer, and reducing cold winds in the winter (10-12%%).

% Intercepting rain water and lower soil erosion — Trees intercept rain water before
reaching the ground. This greatly reduces the amount of storm water that reaches public
storm water facilities, therefore lowering storm water facility costs.

‘# Reducing air and water pollution — Trees reduce toxicities in our air and water through
taking up particulates through natural gas and liquid exchanges, which provides a healthy
environment.

% Improving quality of life — Trees are relaxing to people by providing aesthetic beauty,
recreation and the overall feeling of psychological well being. Trees make people healthi-
er psychologically through relaxing, relieving mental fatigue and reducing aggressions,
therefore helping to increase social interactions and lowering crime rates. This can have
an indirect effect on the community by lowering amounts of police enforcement expendi-
tures and better the overall appeal of the city to those outside the community.

No management plan can exist without knowledge of what resources exist. The Urban forest-
ry office has an inventory of public and street trees, for which there are now over 10,000 rec-
orded. Using USDA software, we were able to take the inventory and find our annual benefits
gained from trees of $692,906.89 resulting from energy reduction, CO2 reduction, air quality
improvement, stormwater reduction and beautification benefits.

This valuation does not include trees in forested areas. Our department has estimated from
aerial photographs that over 3000 acres of forested areas exist within the city limits on both
public and private property. Benefits gained from forested areas have few costs, since they
do not have to be managed. The valuation does not include trees on private property. A ma-
jority of the trees in Evansville are on private property, therefore the valuation that we gain
from trees in Evansville is much greater than the estimates given above.

Without a board and department to manage the urban forestry programs, these benefits
would diminish greatly. The Department of Urban Forestry and Tree Advisory board is cur-
rently working towards maintaining an inventory of public and street trees, planting the right
trees in the right places, proper pruning, protection/preservation of trees/greenspace where
appropriate and education of the public concerning tree care.



Evansville Tree Advisory Board

Established in 2001, the board consists of seven voluntary members, for which the duties and
accomplishments are as follows:

¢ Provide regular and special meetings for tree related issues.

¢ Facilitate the replanting of removed trees by a 2 to 1 ratio, and in doing so, assist with
the development and execution of tree-planting programs.

¢ Communicate and assist other city and
government offices, not-for-profits groups
and citizens of the municipality concerning
trees.

¢ Enforce the Evansville Tree Ordinance, i
issue permits and govern all aspects of the |
City's Arborist Licensing program according
to the ordinance.

¢ Recommend and approve to be removed
any public tree or part thereof which is in an |
unsafe condition or is injurious to utilities,
public improvements or other trees.

Department of Urban forestry

The Evansville Department of Urban Forestry was established and began operations in 2001
under the Department of Transportation and Services. The department consists of four full
time tree crew workers, and is managed by the Evansville City Arborist, whose duties are:

¥ Accomplishing the day to day activities of hazard tree and tree limb removal, and re-
moving tree debris created by storms from improved public right of ways.

¥ Maintaining and updating the existing inventory of public and street trees.

¥ Supervising the Arborist Licensing program, and administering fines for non-
compliance.

¥ Inspecting and making recommendations for public tree issues, as well as planning,
performing and assisting with public tree plantings.

¥ Recertifying for annual Tree City USA status and planning and supervision of annual
Arbor Day event.

¥ Educating the public regarding proper tree planting and care.

¥ Managing the Department’s fiscal budget, recommending an annual budget and apply-

ing for and administering outside grant funding.
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2010 Accomplishments

5

Uploaded a video recording of the reading of the 2010 winning Arbor Day Essay Con-
test by Elyse Talley on YouTube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zX-Imit6p68

Assisted APC with Parking Lot Landscap-
ing code development.

Continued Arbor Day Ceremonies, and
maintained the City’s Tree City USA sta-
tus for the 10" consecutive year. Re-
ceived Growth Award for 7" consecutive
year.

Assisted in a cooperative effort between
Keep Evansville Beautiful, Vectren and
the Department of Urban Forestry with the planting of 120 trees for first official ReLeaf
effort. Most of trees were planted in Glenwood Neighborhood area.

Provided guidance for the planting of 107 trees at the latest phases of the Greenway.

Other Accomplishments since 2001

P

Reduced tree topping in Evansville though public education and education of local tree
companies.

Conducted City’s Arborist Licensing program and are currently providing the required
Ordinance Compliance seminars for the program at no additional cost to local tree
companies.

Completed tree inventory and placed inventory on public GIS web site.

Developed and updated Arboricultural Specifications Manual and Landscape Guide-
lines. Proposed guidelines to be used in contractual tree planting for new public devel-
opments.

Developed the Urban Forestry Management Plan and Emergency Tree Debris Remov-
al Plan.

Maintained a positive 2 for 1 tree planting ratio since the beginning of the program

< Tree planting/removal ratio for 2010 = 291 planted / 99 removed = 2.9 trees
planted for each tree removed in 2010.

< Tree planting/removal ration for since 2001 = 1,548 planted / 680 removed =
2.3 trees planted for each tree removed since 2001.



Goals for 2011

;

Establish consistent standards for tree maintenance and planting on state properties in
Evansville through adoption of a memorandum of understanding with Indiana Department
of Transportation.

Continue cooperative coordination of annual Urban Re-Leaf Program for replacing street
trees.

Updating the current tree inventory.

Continuous Goals

®

% B B B

¢
®

Maintaining our status as a Tree City USA community. The following requirements are
needed to maintain the Tree City USA status:

® Maintaining a minimum of $2 per capita for the purpose of management of trees.
® Having an active tree board, department, and arborist to manage the program.
® Enforcing an active ordinance to help protect existing public trees.

? Hosting an annual Arbor Day Celebration.

Creating new programs to maintain Tree City USA Growth Award status.
Organizing and Conducting annual Arbor Day Celebrations.
Planting, pruning, and removing trees where needed for public safety.

Supporting and coordinating between vital government agencies and Not-for-profit groups
concerning trees.

Developing programs and activities for public education and involvement for tree planting
and care in the community.

Administering the enforcement of the City’s Tree Ordinance, commercial tree pruner’s li-
censure, Arboricultural Specifications Manual and the Emergency Tree Debris Manage-
ment Plan.

Monitor for Emerald Ash Borer and initiate plan when it is found in Evansuville.

Continue to replace trees in public areas as they die or outgrow their space.

In addition to these programs, we are always coming up with new programs, and are always
open to comments and suggestions.
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its species in Indiana—in
Wissselin Woods Nature
Preserve,

“It will be no more
thian 1Y or 20 trees,” Dick-
erson said,

THekerson said ash
teees can be protected
by injecting them with
chemicals s procedars
fhat mwst be done as of-
i s ibyete B yeRr b b ol
Factive Theneed forsch
regular treatment makes
e T unaﬂmmE

Insect Control — can

be purchused at most

hardware gmahﬂanla
garden centers, A bott

for a small to mediom
tree costs about B25 to

ﬂnﬂmlr.'hnd.
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The city’s plan was
adopted aboul  year ago
after officials saw the em-
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Tree lesson a down paymeﬂt on beautiful city

1"J'&lﬁa DAN SHAW

STAFF WRITER { (12} 454-7518
shrwoBicourerpeass.com

Whan somaons is looking b
plant. a young tree that has been
*balied and barlapped” — oF dug
out of the ground so that its rood
gystem holds the soil together in
i badl o ivs base, which 15 then
wrapperd in burlap = the waorst
thing to do is to force it info .
tlisep, narrow hobs in the proumd.

When the tree’s rools begin
o grow, they quickly will push
through the foose sofl direetly
next bo the' trunic but are likely
to halt when they rin ap agunst
compact soil that has not been
diaplaced. said Larry Caplan, an
elueator with the Purdue Univer-
sity Cooperafive Extenslon Ser-
vice in Vanderburgh County and
Sonthwestern Indians.

Caplan todd an sudience gath-
eped al Bine Street Church of
Christ on Saturdad moening Hat
the pesistance pot up by denser
soll can canse Tools to turn back
on themselves and girdla their
own trink, anevent that ean
pronae Takad bod tree,

Caplan joined Shawn Dicker
som, the Evansville city arborist,
o offer advice o residents living
In melghborhoods just south of
Twntorem. The audience was &5
seihled through the work of Keep
Evansville Beautlful, a nonprofit
organization that works Lo im-
prove the quality of Bve in the city,

J. Michael MeGarrah, o progrem
cotrdineior with Kaep Evansville
Resiniifiel, said evervone who at-
tended e event Satuslay recened
avoucher tocladm i free s in e
sprng, The tress, e siicd, are dond
troms from Vectren Coep. anal will
e seleciad to suit the conditions of
recipienis’ yands

“We wand them o realkze you
can do this; it's nob tiat hard,” Me-
Gearrah =aid. “This is how {o do
it fight, and tell your friends and
neighbors about 1L

MeGarrah & Keep Evans-
ville Beautiful pluns o hald al
least two more sessions on the
same tople, but likely at differ-
ent lpcatbons. Sharon Williams of
Evansville sald she has planted
Bradiord pear and birch trees
bt Fonand it diffienlt o get tem
o grow. The speakars gave her
ant Indécation of why suceess hes
b=ty S0 elnsdyve, she sadd.

Charsidie of thee church, Dichear-
son demonstratedd the best way bo

Dickerson demonstrated good planting prachices as part

encourage homeowners to plant treéee on their own proparbes,

plant o craf apple tree. He diog a
hole abioat 3 fect in dinmeter and
with sloped sides,

He then set the young tree i
the middle of the saurershaped
indentbon. Before shoveling the
soill back in, he cut the wire hold-
ing the tree's Tookball in plare and
removed as much of the burlap
ek o= b could.

Caplan sald plantera should
avold relilling such holes with
pert moss or other sabstinees
rich in matrients. Doing so will
canse the roms to grow densaly
near the base and not spread out
i ey shoalel.

I ol i g st bowe: b e,
Caplan suggested tilling o wide
ares and mix peat moss into the

a Keap Evansvil

AN SHEAW ¢ Counr b Prass
Evansyille arborist Shawn Dickerson digs a hobe inwhich e lwadaﬁc-wah? crab apple free or Saturday,

& Beautifid seminar meant to

aol, Theat will give md ts anessan [
reach out from the tunlk, he said

The tilled area can then be
covered over with mulch and
flleed i wiith shribs, Bowers or
oiheriress to male a plant ke, A=
an added benefit, the homeowner
will save himself the tooble of
hsvedmg tor o aroumd & clump of
nbestaries, Caplan sxid.




EVAMNSVILLE

City gets Tree City U.S.A.
designation for 10th year

Evansville has been recognized
for its high standard of tree care
and improving the environment.
For the 10th year in a row, it has
achieved the Tree City U.S.A. des-
ignation, and for the sixth year in
arow has been honored with the
Tree City U.S.A. Growth Award.

“It is a great thing for our com-
munity to be recognized year after
year for the efforts being made by
City Arborist Shawn Dickerson
and his staff at Urban Forestry to
preserve and improve the inven-
tory of trees in Evansville through
proper planning and selection,”
said Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel.

The program, sponsored by the
Arbor Day Foundation in coopera-
tion with the USDA Forest Service
and the National Association of
State Foresters, provides direction,
technical assistance, public atten-
tion and recognition for urban and
community forestry programs.

There are four standards to be
named a Tree City: maintaining a
minimum of $2 per capita for the
purpose of tree management; an
active tree board, department and
arborist to manage the program;
enforcing an active ordinance to
help protect existing public trees;
and hosting an annual Arbor Day
Celebration.

— Tom Lovett



